Monstrous craniopharyngioma. Case presentations and term proposal.
Craniopharyngiomas (CF) are benign tumors, which can be cured by total resection; however, this is not always possible to achieve, thus leading to tumor recurrence. When these tumors achieve disproportionate growth, the treatment is even more difficult, fortunately grotesque CF are not frequent, making experience and data collection more arduous to obtain. Four patients are presented here to illustrate the need for the use of a new term, "monstrous craniopharyngioma," which is proposed with the aim of making the evaluation of the different kinds of treatment available more accurate. Craniopharyngiomas that have grown into more than one cranial fossa with mixed solid and cystic components pose a special challenge for resection, and therefore a systematic classification and approach are required in order to obtain the best surgical results.